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<H1>Alan and Ann's homepage</H1>

<B><A HREF="mailto:alanann@netspace.net.au">email </A></B><BR>

<ul>

<H4><li><A HREF="#current">current news</A></H4>

<H4><li><A HREF="http://www.netspace.net.au/~alanann/melb/current.htm">old news (prior to June 2001)</A></H4></ul>

<P>

<H2><A NAME="current">September  - December 2001</H2>

We went on the olive tour to Italy at the end of October. We learnt a lot. We had a few days prior to the tour in Taormina in Sicily, a picturesque town with great Sicilian food. Thanks to Franco from Tiamo (our favourite cafe) in Lygon St, for recommending it. We stayed in a great Guest House called <A HREF="http://www.isoco.it/">Isoco Guest House</A> It was small, very personal yet private, and very convenient, being located in the city center of Taormina, very close to the main street Corso Umberto and to the cable car station . We chose the black and white room dedicated to Herb Ritts, with a tiny ensuite, small kitchenette and view of the garden rather than the rooms with spectacular views of the Letojanni coast, the CapoSant´Alessio and the Calabrian coast which we could see from the garden anyway. Michele was a great host. The town was just the right size for 3 days with plenty of convenient walks, and many good value restaurants and gelati shops close by.

We joined the tour in Catania. We then stayed at Reggio Calabria, Bari, Spello and ended in Rome, and toured from these hubs. It is the cheapest tour we have ever been on!! Each day we would tour an olive grove and/or oil processing plant. The company would provide a sumptuous 2 hour lunch with food, oil and wine of the region. Each evening the bus driver would get lost, so we would not reach our hotel until the shops had closed. We were too full to eat, so would go for a walk, eat a gelati and fall into bed. We would like to return, especially to Reggio Calabria and Bari, but we said that about Sicily in '88 and it has taken 13 years to do it!!<P>

We were looking forward to seeing Cockie's babies on our return, but sadly it appeared to be a false pregnancy. No sign of any eggs. To make up for it the Grebes (small ducks) had 2 lots of babies this year.

<P>

Our absence was obvious when we returned, as the weeds had almost outgrown the olives, so we have been working furiously to remedy the situation. We will now be very careful about going away at this time of the year in future. <P>

Brenda and Graham Shaw (Ann worked with Brenda in Scotland) came to stay for a few days. It was really great seeing them again after over 20 years!!<P>

We had an early Christmas lunch with Alan's mum and his sister's family in Queensland mid December, and Christmas eve with Ann's sister,Jenny and her partner, Gordon. Then we came up to Tallarook with our friend Sandra and her dog Bella, for a quiet Christmas day.   <P>New Years Eve was certainly not a quiet affair and would have been noisier if  Alan had not been working the next day. We had a wild New Year with Litsa Frances and her family at the 3XY Greek Dinner and were joined by our friends Clare and Maria Dolores. We had some of the Greeks quite confused with our "new" steps to their old dances!! 

<H2><A NAME="sep01">July -September 2001</H2>

The cockies were given a new nest. It is high up with the aid of a milk can (knew it would come in handy for something) and we hope they will like it and have babies this year.<P>

Ann's  neck is much improved and she is driving and working again. She is enjoying her new job at the Children's Hospital and it leaves plenty of time for the olives, as it is only 2 half days per week.<P>

Livingstone has gone to play with his old mate Gough. He was found to have a tumour in his lung causing increasing difficulty with his breathing. On the day before he went to the vet he had a special feast of seafood risotto for breakfast, and chicken and sticky date pudding for tea. Pirra seemed to know that the end was close and kept him company most of the day.<P>

Without Livingstone, energetic Lonnegan is focusing all his attention on Pirra with chasey and play fights. Pirra seems to develop a limp every second day. So finally we decided to get a new play mate for Lonnegan. His name is Tramp. He is too small to join in much yet but both dogs love him and he is growing quickly.<P>

The olives are keeping us busy as usual. We have applied fertiliser to them all, changed their tree guards from the rigid sort to the soft plastic (cockies sit on the rigid guards and bite off the tips) and are doing our best to control the trees without using weedkiller.

 <P>

We also managed to get to the fishing lodge in Tassie for a few days The BBQ at London Lakes with some of the other Highland Waters residents as guests of London Lakes was the highlight of the weekend. The dogs agreed. <P>

<A HREF="sep01.htm"><H4>photos</H4> <a>

<li><A HREF="http://www.netspace.net.au/~alanann/">home page</A></H4>
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